
	

Year	8	Syllabus	

Description	

The	English	curriculum	is	built	around	the	three	interrelated	strands	of	language,	literature	and	literacy.	Teaching	and	learning	programs	should	balance	and	

integrate	all	three	strands.	Together,	the	strands	focus	on	developing	students'	knowledge,	understanding	and	skills	in	listening,	reading,	viewing,	speaking,	



YEAR	EIGHT	ENGLISH	–	PROGRAM	AND	ASSESSMENT	OVERVIEW 
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Unit	Three:	Novel	analysis	–	Boy	Overboard	
Consider	how	context	can	affect	the	inclusion	of	certain	ideas	within	a	text.	
	
Literacy:	

o Analyse	and	evaluate	the	ways	that	text	structures	and	language	features	vary	according	to	the	
purpose	of	the	text	

o Apply	increasing	knowledge	of	vocabulary,	text	structures	and	language	features	to	understand	
the	content	of	texts	

	
Literature:	

o Explore	the	ways	that	ideas	and	viewpoints	in	literary	texts	drawn	from	different	historical,	
social	and	cultural	contexts	may	reflect	or	challenge	the	values	of	individuals	and	groups	

o Explore	the	interconnectedness	of	Country/Place,	People,	Identity	and	Culture	in	texts	
o Share,	reflect	on,	clarify	and	evaluate	opinions	and	arguments	about	aspects	of	literary	texts	
o Understand	and	explain	how	combinations	of	words	and	images	in	texts	are	used	to	represent	

particular	groups	in	society,	and	how	texts	position	readers	in	relation	to	those	groups	
o Recognise	and	explain	differing	viewpoints	about	the	world,	cultures,	individual	people	and	

concerns	represented	in	texts	
o Recognise,	explain	and	analyse	the	ways	literary	texts	draw	on	readers’	knowledge	of	other	

texts	and	enable	new	understanding	and	appreciation	of	aesthetic	qualities	
o 
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Unit	Four:	Persuasive	writing	
Analysis	and	creation	of	a	range	of	persuasive	texts,	including	persuasive	essays,	speeches,	feature	
articles,	advertisements.	
	
Literacy:	

o Analyse	and	explain	how	language	has	evolved	over	time	and	how	technology	and	the	media	
have	influenced	language	use	and	forms	of	communication	

o Plan,	rehearse	and	deliver	presentations,	selecting	and	sequencing	appropriate	content,	
o Analyse	and	ev




